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Setting the Stage:
· Build an initial rapport with the child by addressing neutral topics such as school, hobbies or activities.

· Word questions appropriately for the child’s developmental level. Use child’s language/terms.

· Give children permission to answer questions in whatever way they want. Practice saying “I don’t know.”

· Eg. Do you have a pet? What’s its name? I have a dog. What’s his name? When child says “I don’t know,” examiner tells the child that its okay to say “I don’t know.” When I ask you questions, I want you to tell me things you know the answers to. If you don’t know, the right answer is ‘I don’t know.’

· Ask neutral practice questions first
· Eg. What did you do in school today? Tell me all about it. What did you do first? Then what? Etc.
Interviewing About Domestic Violence:

· Progress slowly to questions that more specifically address the management of conflict in the family. If there has been a marital separation, questions can distinguish time frame as pre and post separation. (See focused questions below)

· Use open-ended questions and encourage the child’s narrative. Follow up as needed by neutral requests for elaboration such as “Tell me more about that.”
· When asking focused questions, be careful not to use leading questions that may guide the child toward describing a specific set of events.

· Use of wh- questions if needed
· Avoid yes/no questions
· Use multiple choice questions if you can’t elicit info in open-ended format, with questions limited to when and where questions.
· Eg. Did this happen one time or more than one time?
· Eg. Did this happen in the bedroom, the living room, or somewhere else?
· Avoid volunteering details that the child has not mentioned.
· Avoid repeating the same question—Ask for more information by rewording questions.

· Elicit information from multiple senses

· What did it look like? What did you hear?

· Maintain a neutral tone of voice and avoid confirmatory or disconfirmatory gestures or verbalizations.
· If there is a particular incident that may have happened, indicate that you understand something may have occurred in as broad a way as possible, and ask the child to tell you what happened. 
· Eg. I understand that something happened on Sunday that upset you. Tell me what happened.
· Attempt to get the full sequence of events from beginning to end whenever possible.

· What happened first? Then what? And then? What happened last?

· What happened before (or after) that? 

· Questions about specific incidents should not supplant questions about larger family dynamics regarding all family members.

Closure:

· End by discussion of neutral topic

Focused Questions for Domestic Violence Interview 

(To be followed by open ended questions such as “Tell me about that,” “What do you mean by that?” or “Say more about that.”)

1) About the nature of anger in the family, and the frequency of exposure to domestic violence before family breakup:
a) Do you ever get angry? Tell me about that.

b) Tell me about how people at your house got angry with one another when you all lived together?
c) Who got the angriest?
d) Did your parents fight with one another?

e) Did you see the fights? Hear the fights?

f) Where are you when they fought?
g) What kinds of things did your parents fight about?
h) What happened when they argued?
i) Did anyone else in your house get in fights?
j) Did they yell at each other or call each other bad names?
k) Did anyone break or smash things when they get angry? Who?
l) Did anyone ever get hurt or hit? 
m) How did the hitting usually start?
n) How often did fights between (your parents, or other) occur? (For young child, did this happen just once or more than once?)

o) What did you do when your parents (or others) fought?

p) Did you ever get hurt during a fight?

q) What did your sister(s) or brother(s) do when your parents fought?

r) Did s/he/they ever get hit or hurt during a fight?
s) Did the police ever come to your home? Tell me about that.

t) Can you remember one particular fight in your family? Tell me what happened. 


-What happened first? -What happened next? -And then?-How did the fight end?

2) About sibling relationships.
a) Did the kids in your family ever fight?
b) What did you do when there is a fight with your sister, brother (or other?)

c) Did you ever get hurt fighting with a sister or brother?

d) Did s/he/they ever get hurt?

e) What did your mom (dad) do when there was a fight between the kids (or others)

3) Do you have any pets in your family? 
a) Tell me their names
b) Who takes care of them?

c) Did your pet ever get hurt?
4) About the current exposure to DV/ abuse in each home (ask for each home)
a) Do people at your dad’s (mom’s) house get angry with one another? How does that happen?

b) Does anyone your dad’s (mom’s) house ever get hit or hurt?

c) Have you gotten hit or hurt at your dad’s (mom’s) house?

d) Have things at your dad’s (mom’s) house gotten broken or smashed?

e) Do you ever get scared at your dad’s (mom’s) house? When?

f) Can you remember one particular time since the breakup that your dad (mom) got angry? Tell me what happened. What happened first? Next? After that, etc.

5)   About current conflict between the parents
a) Do your parents get mad at each other now?

b) What do you see/hear when they get mad?

c) Do you remember one particular time since your parent’s broke up that they got    mad at each other? Tell me about it. What happened first? Next? After that, etc.?

d) Do the kids in your family fight at mom’s house?

5) About discipline:
a) All kids do something wrong sometimes, or they don’t listen to their parents sometimes. Tell me the kinds of things you do that make your mom (dad) mad at you.

b) What do you do if mom (dad) is mad at you?

c) What does mom (dad) do when you don’t listen to her/him?

d) Do you ever get in trouble? What kinds of things do you get in trouble for? 

e) What happens when you get in trouble?

f) Does your mom(dad) ever punish you?

g) What was the worst punishment you ever got from your mom (dad)?

h) What happened after you got punished?
6) About substance use and abuse:
a) What do your parents like to eat and drink?

b) Does anyone in our house drink alcohol (grown up drinks that children are not allowed to drink)?

c) What do they drink?

d) How often do they drink? (Every day, less than that, more than that?)

e) How much do they drink? (a glass? Several glasses, a bottle, etc.?)

f) Does anyone in your family smoke cigarettes? How often?

g) Does anyone in your family take medicine or pills?

h) What do they take it for? How often?

i) Does anyone in your family give (him/herself) shots?

j) Why does (s/he) do that?

k) What happens after (s/he) (drinks, smokes, takes medicine or has a shot)?

l) How do other people in the family react?

m) Do people in your family ever get very angry after they have (had a drink, taken medicine, etc.)?

7) About the impact of exposure to domestic violence.
a) Do you think about mom and dad (or others in home) fighting a lot?
b) When do you think about it? Do you think about it when you are at school? While you’re playing? When you’re by yourself?
c) How does the fighting make you feel?
d) Do you ever have trouble sleeping at night? Tell me about that? Do you have nightmares? If so, what are they about?

e) Are you ever afraid? When?

- Afraid to be at home? To leave home? To go to school?

f) What or who makes you afraid?A
g) What do you do when you are afraid?
h) What do you do when you are angry? Do you ever hit or hurt something or someone?

i) Do you think it is okay to hit someone when you are angry? When is it okay?

8) About protective factors.
a) What do you do when people are angry or fighting?
`If child does not respond, Do you stay in the room? Leave or hide?  Get help? Go to a sibling? Ask mother/father/other to stop? Do something else to try to stop the fighting?

b) Have you ever talked to anyone about the fighting (or about mom or dad’s anger)?
c) What makes you feel better when you think about the fighting (anger)?
d) Is there an adult you can talk to about what’s happening at home?
9) About a specific incident or reported allegations  not previously reported during the interview:

a) Tell me about .  .  .

b) Did you see or hear what happened?

c) What happened first? Then? And then? Etc.

d) What were you told about what happened? By who?

e) What’s your idea about why that happened?

10) About the possible influence by a parent or other on the child’s statements:
a. Have you talked to anyone about any if these things before? Who?

b. Has anyone told you what you should tell me? Who?

c. What do you think will happen if you tell me something different from what you were supposed to say?
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